TECHNICAL PLACEMENT SCHEME

WHAT IS THE TECHNICAL
PLACEMENT SCHEME?

THE TALENT PROJECT

We are expanding the existing Midlands Innovation placement scheme by supporting
more placements between the 8 MI universities and expanding to work with our
TALENT industry partners.

TALENT is a Research England-funded project which leads
and influences change to advance status and careers
of technicians in UK Higher Education. Over 4 years the
project will:

The Placement Scheme will support a strong regional network of technicians both
within and beyond academia. Technicians will also be able to explore their role in
knowledge transfer and use collective technical skills and innovation.

• Work collaboratively to advocate and deliver a change in
culture that will raise the profile of technical careers, roles and
contributions, enhancing career pathways and possibilities.
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• Deliver a programme of training and development opportunities
for the Midlands Innovation technical community of over 2100
FTE and share the learning with the sector.

The focus of previous placements included:

CombiGene AB (publ) (“CombiGene”), a leading Nordic gene therapy company, today signed an agreement
with the Anglo-Swedish Contract Development and Manufacturing Organisation (CDMO) Cobra Biologics
(“Cobra”) for production of candidate drug CG01. The production of CG01 will be of a quality required for
early clinical trials. The agreement with Cobra consists of a Master Service Agreement which specifies
the terms under which the two companies will collaborate. Initially, three separate contracts will be
undertaken, specifically quality, production of plasmids and production of CG01.

• Learning new techniques from mass spectrometry
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to transmission electron microscopy
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The Master Service Agreement that CombiGene has
• Implementing and design of health
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• Preparation of financial documents
Biologics, comments: “For
CombiGene will pay Cobra approximately SEK 1.5
million in conjunction with the signing of the agreement, a payment that is partly financed through the
funds that CombiGene receives from Horizon 2020,
EU’s Research and Innovation programme.

CombiGene have conducted a thorough assessment of
a large number of potential CDMOs. Selection criteria
have included, among others, Adeno Associated Virus
(AAV) experience, technical expertise, capacity, price
and ability to collaborate.

CASE STUDY

“I am very pleased that we
have selected Cobra, as our
manufacturing partner”
says Karin Agerman, Chief
Research and Development
Officer at CombiGene. “The
choice of a CDMO marks a
significant milestone in the
CG01 project and an important step towards clinical studies. Cobra meets all of
our selection criteria and has shown itself to be a company that responds quickly and is easy to collaborate

• Build an understanding of the future requirements for skilled
technicians in the UK HE sector through a national policy
commission.

almost 20 years Cobra has
TECHNICIAN
been manufacturing DNACOMMITMENT

ONE YEAR IN

and viral vectors for its gene
therapy customers and we
are pleased to be involved
in bringing CG01 closer to
market. CombiGene has
recognised our expertise and track record, and this project fits perfectly into our newly expanded viral vector
manufacturing facility which will soon be capable of
commercial scale supply.”

• Advocate and develop opportunities for technicians in the HE
sector, ensuring technical careers are supported, developed,
respected and ultimately aspired to.

HOW TO APPLY

NOVEMBER 2018

Initially, Cobra will work with production of the plasmids required for production of CG01 and, concurrently,
with the broad transfer of technology and methodology
from the Cell and Gene Therapy Catapult. Thereafter,
an Engineering Run will be initiated, whereby the entire
production process will be tested. Material from this
Engineering Run will be used in the toxicity and biodistribution tests that are planned to start in 2020.

What have you learned from the placement?
I shadowed surgical courses held at the Keele Anatomy and Surgical
Training Centre. I was able to learn and better understand processes
that take place in the anatomy suite.

How has the placement helped you to develop your skills/career?
Everything that I have learnt on my placement can be applied in the lab
I work in. I will implement what I have learnt and improve our working
environment for staff and students.

This information is information that CombiGene AB (publ) is obliged to make public pursuant to the EU Market Abuse Regulation.
The information was submitted, by CEO Jan Nilsson, for publication on October 14 2019 at 08.30 CET.
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What impact did the placement have on you?
It allowed me to learn information relevant to my job, but it also
improved my confidence and communication skills.

www.combigene.com

CombiGene AB (publ) Medicon Village, SE-223 81 Lund, Sweden
info@combigene.com

Leia Boote, Anatomy
Teaching Technician,
Life Sciences,
University of Nottingham

The Placement Scheme is open to
Timeline
technicians from the 8 Midlands Innovation There will be an open call for applications each
Universities and TALENT industry partners. quarter. You can keep updated with the latest
Upon completion of the placement,
information on timelines on our website.
successful applicants are expected to
Funding
submit a short report.
Please complete our Technical Placement
Scheme form to submit information about
the placement and its benefits to your
career development.
For any queries please contact
MITalent@midlandsinnovation.org.uk

Funding covers travel, subsistence and
accommodation to facilitate the placements.
Funds to cover additional caring costs incurred by
participation in the programme are also available.
TALENT will book all travel and accommodation
on your behalf. Subsistence costs will be
reimbursed to you from TALENT.
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CONTACT US
W: MITalent.ac.uk
E: MITalent@midlandsinnovation.org.uk
Twitter: @MI_TechTalent
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